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• 4.0% unemployment rate – lowest since 2000

• 3,100+ more people employed than in January 2010 
  (auto industry bankruptcy)

• Labor force participation up 1,200 over last 19 months

• Median household income has risen over $2,000 from 
   2013 to 2015 (latest year available)

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY
ECONOMIC TRENDS

Global agribusiness Cargill is constructing 
a new $19 million animal feed production 
facility in the City of Owosso. They 
acquired a nearly 20-acre site from the 
city, located on W Oliver St, which will 
house a new 75,000 square foot plant 
focused on providing custom animal 
feed products to the dairy industry. The 
company expects to be operational by 
December 2017, with plans to employ 
eight people at the start. Cargill’s 
animal nutrition business currently has 43 
manufacturing facilities across the U.S, 
with this being the first one in Michigan.

CARGILL

Aftermarket tractor parts supplier Steiner 
Tractor Parts is expanding at their current 
site on M-13 in Venice Township with a $3.1 
million capital investment, including two 
building expansions (40,000 and 12,000 sq 
ft). Currently at 52 employees, they plan 
to add another 11 over the next couple 
of years. The township awarded the 
company a tax abatement in support of 
the project. Elsesser’s Auto Repair & Fabricating, 

an automotive repair & maintenance 
provider, constructed a new 10,000 
sq ft facility on Lansing Road in Perry 
Township. The company relocated 
and expanded from a smaller building 
on Bennett Drive in the township‘s 
industrial park. The project is expected 
to generate a few new jobs. The site 
is also part of a district created by the 
I-69 International Trade Corridor, which 
supports the investment of supply 
chain businesses like Elsesser by utilizing 
tax increment financing to help fund 
public infrastructure in the area.

ELSESSER’S AUTO REPAIR 
& FABRICATING

STEINER TRACTOR PARTS

Electrical contractor Meyer Electric 
acquired the 26,000 sq ft former Mitchell 
Corporation building on Chipman St in 
Owosso, and relocated their operations 
to the facility. The company, which serves 
customers throughout Michigan, has 10 
employees with plans to add several more. 
The new space will house their corporate 
offices and offer more room for materials, 
equipment and vehicle storage.

MEYER ELECTRIC

MICHIGAN TANK 
& EQUIPMENT

Michigan Tank & Equipment, which 
specializes in the fabrication and repair 
of food grade (dairy) transport tanks, 
moved ahead with a 7,500 sq ft expansion 
to their building located on Dowling Drive 
in the Owosso Charter Township Industrial 
Park. The project is expected to result in a 
$400,000 capital investment and 10 new 
jobs. The township board approved a tax 
abatement for the new development.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS



In the fourth quarter of 2016, the SEDP Board of Directors and staff launched a strategic planning  
process to address changing circumstances and new economic opportunities. Over the course of 
several months, two task forces were convened to seek input from a variety of SEDP stakeholders about 
the future direction of the organization. With the information gathered in these sessions, SEDP will be 
moving forward with a new strategic plan.  
 

THIS PLAN WILL FOCUS ON THREE AREAS:

STRATEGIC PLAN

Continue SEDP’s traditional work on 
economic development building 
blocks – existing business retention 
and expansion, and working 
with our partners at the state 
and regional levels on business 
recruitment.

Workforce development support 
to help prepare students for the 
job market they will face upon 
graduation, and promote existing 
job openings to those living in 
Shiawassee County, but working 
elsewhere. 

Working with our government and 
private partners on real estate 
development within the county to 
expand options for businesses in 
growth mode.

Housing developer The Woda Group 
began work on converting two former 
schools (Shiawassee St in Corunna 
and Lincoln in Owosso) into apartment 
housing complexes Cavalier Greene 
and Lincoln House. Together, the 
developments will result in 68 new 
housing units for the two communities. 
Including their previous Sycamore House 
project in Durand, The Woda Group will 
have invested approximately $30 million 
in Shiawassee County. 

WODA GROUP

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS (Cont’d)

Automotive supplier C.I.E. Newcor 
(formerly Machine Tool & Gear) hosted 
a successful on-site job fair at their 
Chestnut St facility in Owosso, with 
nearly 400 people in attendance. 
The company, which is already the 
county’s largest manufacturer with 
over 400 employees, expects to hire 
an additional 75-100 people in 2017 to 
accommodate new business growth.

CIE NEWCOR

Four companies (Bourne Industries of 
Corunna, Covenant Eyes of Owosso, 
Great Lakes Fusion of Vernon Township, 
and Midwest Bus of Owosso) collectively 
received over $140,000 from the State of 
Michigan’s Skilled Trades Training Fund, 
which is resulting in the hiring and training 
of dozens of workers for the respective 
companies. The SEDP annually hosts an 
event where local companies learn about 
how to access these dollars.

SKILLED TRADES TRAINING 
FUND AWARDS

The Shiawassee County Medical Care 
Facility (also known as Pleasant View) 
is constructing a new $23 million, 
103,000 sq ft facility at the Commons 
in Caledonia Charter Township. The 
project is the largest single new building 
investment in the county in decades. 
Expected completion date is late 2017.

 PLEASANT VIEW

The Shiawassee Regional Chamber of 
Commerce acquired the former Armory 
building in downtown Owosso, with plans 
to invest $5 million in converting the 
historic, 36,000 sq ft facility into space 
for Class A offices, a business incubator, 
and community events. This will be the 
new home of the Shiawassee Economic 
Development Partnership starting in 2018.

THE ARMORY


